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Chaplaincy Letter - Are you afraid?
News programmes on television might scare you. Messages about the
international and domestic politics are surely not a beacon of trust, truth and
righteousness. They do not give us much hope. Think of the recent turmoil about
the Brexit. Whether you are in favour or not, it is clear that truth and good
information was lacking in the last few years. At present, the result is a deeply
divided Britain. People who aren’t fitting into the image to the ‘true Brit’ are
threatened or asked to leave the country. This worries me enormously,
especially that hatred is sown and germinated in so many people. Xenophobia
seems to be increasingly having more influence.
This not only true for the UK, it is also seen in other countries. The national press
puts oil on the fire. They like to infuse hatred in their ‘news’ items. The leadership
does not respect people of another opinion. I am of the conviction that the
leadership needs to be trustworthy, despite the differences in views. In that
respect we may speak of a stormy season in society. However, it is not only
‘secular’ society, where there is unrest.
In the churches we see a divide between people. Often based on different
insights in ethics. A number of years ago, a now retired bishop, told me that he
was worried about the way parties within the church called each other names. As
a bishop and a brilliant theologian, his role was to advise on academic and
biblical aspects, and was not expected to speak in the debate generally. The
opponents based their opinions not on theological and academic considerations,
but on cultural aspects. This saddened him deeply. This is true of national
churches, and in an international setting, we see similar tensions.
I often hear about the importance of biblical teaching. I fully agree. However, it is
thereby absolutely vital that we as part of the church worldwide read the Bible
together with the intention of finding the truth. It is not enough to broadcast one’s
own message. We must listen to others.
In January we celebrated the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. I was privileged
to take part in the ecumenical service on behalf of the Old Catholic Church.
In the preparation of this service we reflected on the theme They showed us
unusual kindness, and the readings from scripture about St. Paul who was
shipwrecked on the isle of Malta (Acts 27 and 28). As churches, we tried to get
a bit closer to the text by interviewing refugees from the middle East.
The story of St. Paul’s journey mentions the trust that he had, that God would be
the help of those on that boat that was later shipwrecked. In the end there was
good news - Paul and his fellow travellers were welcomed and shown generous
hospitality by the Maltese. Maybe these words can help us to regain trust and hope.
I would like to suggest that we as churches join forces in order to welcome and
be hospitable to all, disregarding all differences of opinion. With the focus on
bringing the kingdom of God a bit closer to people, and indeed to begin within
the church, as well as outside its walls.
In Christo, Rev. Joop Albers
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Music Matters
The season of Lent is upon us again and serves to prepare for Good Friday
and Easter. Music in services is primarily to support our reflections during
our time of worship, and the choir has begun preparing for these special
services, of course combining that with the music for our regular services,
and also two special Evensongs in March.
On Saturday 14 March we will have a two choir Choral Evensong in our
church at 5 pm (see details in this Lifeline) and on Sunday 29 March a
regular Choral Evensong sung by our church choir and the Anglican
Singers. Both services will be accompanied by Jas Hutchinson Bazely.
On Sunday 5 April we will be joining the Old Catholic congregation for
their Palm Sunday service at 10 am. This is the beginning of Holy Week
when we will also be joining the Old Catholics on Maundy Thursday in the
evening.
The day after is Good Friday when we will reflect on the meaning of Good
Friday through the lessons and the music. As usual we will be following
the service of the Cross of Christ which is made up of the following parts:
the Ministry of the Word, the Proclamation of the Cross, the Intercessions
and the Conclusion, each section containing an anthem, a reading and a
hymn. The service will include well know hymns and anthems, but some
new music also.
Our Easter Sung Eucharist on 12 April will be a joyful service to celebrate
the Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. This Easter Service will be a
Choral Eucharist. Jas will be playing for both these services too.
And our traditional Cadbury’s Easter Eggs from Taste of Home have
already been secured!
Advance notices:
A future event is the Archdeaconry Choral Festival in Haarlem on either
13 or 20 June. Our church is hosting the Festival this year and it will be
held in the Grote or St. Bavokerk on the Grote Markt. The service will be a
Choral Evensong and the music is centred on 75 years Liberation: from
sacrifice to freedom.
The European Cathedral Singers will be singing the services in Portsmouth
Cathedral from Monday 20 – Sunday 26 July (Thursday is our day off).
We will also be singing our regular Choral Evensong in the St. Bavo: the
date for this year is Sunday 13 September at 7pm.

Martin A. van Bleek,
Organist and choirmaster

♫♫♫♫
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Fr. Robert Frede celebrates 25 years as Priest
On Sunday 9th February a special Eucharist celebrated the 25th anniversary
of the ordination of our host congregation’s incumbent, Rev. Robert Frede,
as a priest in the Old Catholic Church (OKK).

The service was attended by family and friends, members of the OKK
congregation and clergy. In a full church the Anglican Chaplaincy was also
well represented, our choir participating in the liturgy, singing of
Psalm 112, and an anthem during the distribution of communion.
The presiding OKK Bishop of Haarlem, Mgr. Dr. Dick Schoon, recounted
aspects of Robert’s training and outlined his career as a priest. In addition
to several personal gifts, Robert’s OKK congregation presented him with a
beautifully decorated stole.
Our own chaplaincy was given the opportunity to express its thanks to
Robert for his contributions to us during the several years of our
interregnum. Robert has helped us unstintingly with both liturgical
support and pastoral care. As an expression of our gratitude we
presented him with a copy of the Four Gospels.
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In a warm informal social gathering after the service members of the
congregation added their personal congratulations and good wishes to
Robert for his many years of dedicated priesthood.

  
News from the Council [a day in the life of a Council member]
Members of the Council recently attended a Deanery Day in Amersfoort.
The event, organised by Rural Dean Ruan Crew, was aptly called ‘Angli-CAN’
(as opposed to Angl-CAN’T)’, and it created an excellent opportunity to
network with other Anglican Churches in The Netherlands.
We arrived to sample some fabulous cakes before an official warm welcome
from Paul Vrolijk, Archdeacon of North West Europe. This was followed by an
inspiring address from Ruan Crew who mixed his presentation with some
‘getting to know you’ challenges. After more cake we split into groups – a
Wardens’ Group, a Synod Reps’ Group and a Secretaries’ Group. We enjoyed
lively discussions and sharing of ideas within the groups, and finished with the
intention of keeping in touch.
After lunch Paul discussed the importance of the roles of the councils - “why
good governance is gospel ministry”, after which Ruan led a question and
answer session before Closing Prayers.
We were thankful for this chance to meet fellow Anglicans abroad, to share
ideas and to enjoy the process!

Anni Kearney
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Lent Discussion Group 2020
Life to the Full is an ecumenical course for discussion groups. We started it in
Advent and plan to complete with three sessions in Lent.
This course explores what it might actually mean to experience fullness in the
midst of our messy lives. What does it look like? Why does it seem so elusive?
What causes us to run on empty? And how can we help each other to
experience this fullness.
Dates: Tuesdays 24 March, 31 March and 7 April 2020
Time: 20.00-21.30
Place: Church hall, Kinderhuissingel, Haarlem
All are welcome to join any or all sessions. Please sign the list on the church
notice board. For further details, please contact Diana Dammer.

  
Previous Haarlem Discussion Group material
At the Synod 2019 the Representatives were invited to bring any books, newsletters,
brochures of interest from the different chaplaincies. I decided to take all the
Discussion Group materials left over from earlier Haarlem Lent and Advent - books,
CDs, scripts from the York Courses, as well as DVD films plus books (the King’s
Speech, Les Misérables, The Mystery of Everything). It seemed a shame to have
them on the shelf. In fact, there were fourteen different topics covered in Haarlem
over the last seven years. I left them on a table during the Synod and much to my
amazement by the end of the first session they had nearly all been taken! There is
obviously a need for this type of material so hopefully these resources will be used
and passed on.
Diana Dammer

  

Church Secrets
Where can you see this? - another feature in the
Church to test your powers of observation /
imagination:
(answer further in Lifeline)
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Choral Evensong with Double Choir, Saturday 14th March
On Saturday 14th March at 5pm Haarlem Choir and The Anglican Singers
will be joined by Canticum Anglicum, Amsterdam, for a beautiful Evensong,
with music from Stanford, Wood and Tomkins.
Conductors will be Martin van Bleek and Marga Schoutens
and organist Jaz Hutchinson-Bazely.

The service of Evening Prayer or Compline originated in the early church,
based on services that Jesus himself would have led with his disciples. It was
developed into its present form during the Reformation in the Book of Common
Prayer of 1549, and set to music as Choral Evensong. It was once described as
a 'window to heaven', with words and music drawn directly from the Bible: in
between readings are musical settings to the Psalms, Magnificat (the words
Mary sang when pregnant with Jesus) and Nunc Dimittis (the words faithful
Simeon spoke when he first saw the infant Jesus).
You are warmly invited to come along to this wonderful traditional service.
(there is never an admission charge for services, just the opportunity to give if you wish)

 ☼  ☼ 
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Psinging Psalms on Psaturday – RSCM workshop
On 15 February singers from the Diocese of N.W.Europe had been invited by Christina
Edelen, Music Director of St.John & St.Philip, the Hague, to take part in a workshop on the
role the Psalms have played in the development of choral music in the Christian faith and
church worship through the ages. The large number of participants had come from far
and wide, and their interest and expectations were not disappointed, as the influence of
the Psalms on western music was revealed as the Inspiration that had produced so much
beautiful music – a most fascinating and rewarding day for all participants. Thank you
Christina.

 ☼  ☼ 
Beyond understanding:
Whether you understand it or not
God loves you,
is present in you,
lives in you,
dwells in you,
calls you;
and offers you
an understanding and a light
which are like nothing you ever find in books.
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Poets Corner –
PRAYER, by Carol Ann Duffy
Some days, although we cannot pray, a prayer
utters itself. So, a woman will lift
her head from the sieve of her hands and stare
at the minims sung by a tree, a sudden gift.
Some nights, although we are faithless, the truth
enters our hearts, that small familiar pain;
then a man will stand stock-still, hearing his youth
in the distant Latin chanting of a train.
Pray for us now. Grade I piano scales
console the lodger looking out across
a Midlands town. Then dusk, and someone calls
a child’s name as though they named their loss.
Darkness outside. Inside, the radio’s prayer Rockall, Malin, Dogger, Finisterre, …...
If you have a favourite poem that you would like to share with Lifeline readers
please send it to Lifeline Editor

☼ ☼ ☼ ☼
Hemel
God, Die ieder mens lief heeft,
wij verlangen ernaar
te leven in verbondenheid met U,
dag in dag uit,
in de stilte en in liefde.

Heaven
God, You Who love all,
we long
to live close to You,
all day every day,
in peace and love.
(thanks to Marga Beekman)

Church secret – entrance gate
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Should you require further information about a service or event
please contact the Secretary
Sunday 1 March

14.30

Choral Eucharist (choir)
- Rev. Dr. Mattijs Ploeger

Sunday 8 March

14.30

Eucharist (said) - Rev. Robert Frede

Tuesday 10 March

11.30

Ladies' lunch at Restaurant Molenplas,
Schalkwijk

Wednesday 11 March

19.30

Prayers for Healing and Compline

Saturday 14 March

17.00

Choral Evensong sung by our Choir
and Canticum choir, Amsterdam,
at the Anglican Church Haarlem
- see details in this Lifeline - you are
most welcome

Sunday 15 March

14.30

Evening Prayer and Eucharist
(choir) - Rev. Dr. Mattijs Ploeger
Bishop's Lent Appeal collection at door

Sunday 22 March
Mothering Sunday

14.30

Eucharist (said)
- Rev. Robert Frede
Bishop's Lent Appeal collection at door

Tuesday 24 March

20.0021.30

Lent Discussion group in the church
hall
Please contact Diana Dammer for
more details

Sunday 29 March

14.30

Choral Evensong (choir)
- Rev. Joop Albers
Bishop's Lent Appeal collection at door

Tuesday 31 March

20.0021.30

Lent Discussion group in the church
hall
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Sunday 5 April
Palm Sunday

10.00

Passion Reading and Old Catholic
Eucharist (in Dutch)
We join the Old Catholic congregation

Tuesday 7 April

20.0021.30

Lent Discussion group in the church
hall

Wednesday 8 April

19.30

Prayers for Healing and Compline

Thursday 9 April
Maundy Thursday

19.30

Combined Anglican/Old Catholic
Eucharist - Rev. Robert Frede
Commemoration of the foot washing
and Last Supper of Jesus Christ with
his Apostles

Friday 10 April
Good Friday

11.00

Good Friday Devotion (with choir)
- Rev. Robert Frede
a service of readings, anthems,
hymns, and prayers

Sunday 12 April
Easter Sunday

14.30

Choral Eucharist on Easter Sunday
(choir) - Rev. Robert Frede

Tuesday 14 April

14.30

Ladies'lunch at Cineworld Restaurant,
Beverwijk

Sunday 19 April

14.30

Morning Prayer and Eucharist
(choir) - Rev. Dr. Mattijs Ploeger

Sunday 26 April

14.30

Eucharist (said) -Rev. Robert Frede

Sunday 3 May

14.30

Eucharist (said) - Rev. Robert Frede

Sunday 10 May

14.30

Sung Eucharist with hymns
- Rev. Dr. Mattijs Ploeger
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