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A Day in the life of a Chaplain

Rev. Clive Jones

Motor Neurone Disease
It was a rather wet morning when I left my house at 6.30 a.m. on
Thursday, September 26th. to drive to Old Sarum, where the Sky Dive
Company was situated. When I arrived at 7.45 the weather was
beginning to clear, as had been predicted by the company in an e-mail
the evening before, and as the morning opened out so the weather
improved and the sun began to shine.

just another day at the office?

After checking in we waited until we were called, to be fitted us out with
the 'overall' and the various belts, straps, etc., that had to be worn.
During this time Richard, my son, and his family arrived, together with
Jonathan's parents, with two friends, his sister and her son, and a
parishioner from one of the parishes in our Team.
When all who were ‘diving’ were kitted out, we were called to go
through a rehearsal of how to leave the plane, and how to land, before
waiting to be called for our flight. I was attached to a young man - Mac who was very friendly and helpful with his advice. Eventually we went
onto the plane, Mac and I leading the way. We sat on benches each side
of the plane, with our legs astride the bench making it easier to slide
towards the door when the time came.
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just keep smiling
On take-off, Mac tightened our straps, etc. He was directly behind me,
and I was sitting on his lap, ready for our jump. We were 7 pairs in the
plane, plus my photographer, the door opener, and pilot, and as
I had volunteered to do the
highest jump at 15,000 ft we
were the last to jump.
The photographer was hanging on
to the plane outside, filming us, as
our legs came over the edge, until
we jumped.
The first mile was in free fall,
when, I am told, we fall at
123mph, but I soon felt the tug of
the parachute and we were able to
float in the sky. It was an amazing
feeling seeing the earth below;
Mac pointed out the English
Channel, the Isle of Wight, and
immediately below us the layout
of Old Sarum castle and the first
cathedral, and a little further over,
Salisbury itself, with the cathedral
looking like a toy building.

trying not to think about it
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The photographer at one
point floated over to us
and shook hands with me
in mid-air. Mac handed
me the two control
chords of the parachute
and we were able to do
twists to right and left.
What struck me was how
quiet it was - we could
hear each other talking
quite clearly.
pretty cool really

Eventually the time came to descend gradually, landing exactly in the
marked circle on the ground.

the answer to prayer
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What a fantastic experience it was, something I had never dreamt I
would do - but it was well worth it, as not only have we been able to
familiarise people with the work of the Motor Neuron Disease
Association, but it has also helped to raise money for its work - at
present approaching £ 7,000. It was an important way of thanking MND
for the care they took of Jonathan and his family during his illness, but
also to make its work better known in our communities.
Lastly, I would like to thank you all for the money you contributed in
sponsoring me for this Sky Dive in memory of Jonathan. May these who
are doing research into this terrible disease soon find the cause and the
cure.
God bless you all and thank you.
Clive Jones

  

Andrew and Phill Rees
We were delighted to see Andrew Rees with his wife Phill in Church
last month.
“Phyll and I were pleased to visit Haarlem for the 6 October service,
during a two week holiday in Europe. She enjoyed her first trip to The
Netherlands, and was particularly keen to see the Anne Frank house
in Amsterdam, which we managed to see on our last evening.”
We look forward to a longer visit in the near future.
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Music Matters
The fact that the clocks have been turned back is a clear sign that Advent and
Christmas are coming closer very quickly! Our choir and The Anglican Singers
have been practising Advent music since early September and have now also
stated the Christmas Carols. Some shops have already been stocking up on
Christmas decorations and of course St. Nicholas chocolate letters have been on
sale in the supermarkets since August!
Our Advent Season will begin with our Advent Carol Service on Sunday
1 December at 7.30 pm. This now popular annual service of hymns, lessons and
carols focuses on the Advent of our Lord Jesus Christ and sets our mind on the
way to Christmas and the birth of Jesus himself. Do join us for that service and the
fellowship after the service! Our organist will be James Pollard.
In the morning The Anglican Singers will probably be singing in the Eucharist of
the Old Catholic Church in Amsterdam at 10 am, also with James Pollard.
On Saturday 7 December the Anglican Singers, together with our church choir,
will sing their annual Carol Concert in aid of the maintenance of the historic
Kunckel organ. The concert begins at 8.15 pm, and after the concert there will be
drinks in the church hall. Our organist will be Jas Hutchinson-Bazely, who also
played for our Harvest Festival.
On Sunday 8 December we will have our service of Holy Communion, followed by
our Advent Tea together with the Christmas Bring and Buy. There will be plenty
to buy, but as you will have read elsewhere in Lifeline, do please bring your own
contributions! You may bring them on the day, but you can also bring them to any
of the preceding services. Please see either a choir member or myself.
On Saturday 14 December our Church Choir and the Anglican Singers will be
singing Christmas carols at the Christmas Fair at Middachten Castle around 1
p.m., 2.30 pm, 3.30 pm and 4.30 pm. Each year the castle is wonderfully
decorated for Christmas; there are ample opportunities to admire the splendid
rooms and to peruse the stalls, buy homemade jams and marmalade, etc. and
have a drink, and of course listen to the choir!
On Wednesday 18 December our Church Choir and the Anglican Singers will
sing a Carol Service in the Dorpskerk in Rheden at 8 pm. Our organist there will be
Jas Hutchinson-Bazely.
The Christmas Eve Choral Eucharist will be at its usual time of 6 p.m. followed
by our Service of Nine Lessons and Carols at 8 p.m. These services are the
culmination of the Advent season after four Advent services, and are a joyful and
festive celebration of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ! We hope you will all join us
for these important services in our church life! James Pollard will be our organist
for both services.
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In spite of the many services we cannot sing everybody’s favourite carol, but over
the whole Advent and Christmas period, we should be able to sing most of your
favourites! There will be some new carols, but also the more traditional ones.
The Christmas CD ‘Lo! He comes!’ which features our choir together with singers
from the other choirs in our Archdeaconry (€ 15.- is not a bad price) will be on sale
at the Christmas Bring and Buy, or just let me know at any of our services.
Our first service in the New Year will be on 5 January (Epiphany) with a Choral
Eucharist, probably followed by the New Year Vespers of the Rt Revd Dick Schoon,
Old Catholic Bishop of Haarlem. Our choir will be singing at both services.
With all good wishes for a blessed Advent and Christmas season!
Martin A. van Bleek,
Organist and choirmaster

Remembrance Day

from Hilary Selles

When we drove back from Brittany earlier this summer via the Somme Valley
we were reminded again of the Battle of the Somme, as well as the other
atrocities in France and Belgium in WWI.

this famous poem was written by Canadian doctor Lt-Col. John McCrae (1872-1918),
who treated thousands of soldiers a week, with horrific injuries in terrible conditions.
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Archdeaconry Synod
3 – 5 October 2019 at the Oude Abdij van Drongen, Gent, Belgium
Thursday 3 October
On arrival there was a reunion of friendship with many of the reps from past
years as well as meeting new ones as we shared the evening meal together.
The Synod was opened by the Archdeacon Paul Vrolijk. This was followed by
Bishop Robert who shared some reflections on his visits to different chaplaincies
in Europe during the last year
 Syrian refugees arriving via the Belgian Human Corridor for the first time;
 Celebration of 40 years in Voorschoten;
 Good ecumenical relations in Greece;
 Pilgrimage following in the steps of Willibrord along the French/ German
border;
 Christmas message of peace from St George’s Ypres.
These highlights were examples that Christianity is a religion of hope.
Friday 4 October
After morning prayer and breakfast, there were several sessions on ‘Creating a
culture of invitation’ in our churches. The main speaker Michael Harvey has an
itinerant ministry across 18 countries and five continents; an inspiring and
entertaining speaker. In pairs we tried to work out what holds us back and why
we do not invite people to church! The outcome was that it is fear of rejection so
that we are more concerned with how we feel than the person we are inviting. It
is our job to invite and the other person to decide. We were asked to think of one
person we might like to invite. Easier said than done. Therefore, several
chaplaincies are using the opportunity for coaching via skype.
Tufton Street – Diocesan Office
Andrew Caspari, the new Chief Operating Officer and Diocesan Secretary, gave
a talk on his work based on mission, stewardship and care. He talked on the
Brexit situation and the possible effects on the diocese as well as the
opportunities. The Diocesan strategy of walking in faith together is:
 building up the Body of Christ;
 evangelism in Europe;
 creating a just and sustainable world;
 working for reconciliation;
 resource ministry.
Benelux Café
A tour of new initiatives across the Archdeaconry was held in the style of a
Benelux Café. In different rooms, five ministries were presented for 15 minutes
followed by 5 minutes question time:
 Open Doors concerns the support of persecuted Christians in the world;
 Prison ministry in Belgium is organised by three Christian prison workers who
visit and support prisoners of all nationalities:
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 Outreach to the growing Pakistani community in Rotterdam;
 Provision of bicycles for health workers in our twin Diocese of Luweero Africa;
 Awareness of environmental sustainability in our churches.
It is good to hear of the variety of ministries and projects in the Diocese.
The Welcoming Church
In 2016 during a pilgrimage in Canterbury and Rome, 19 Anglican and Roman
Catholic Bishops were paired as they shared the same challenges of faith and
church. In an interview both Mgr. Johan Bonny, Bishop of Antwerp and Bishop
Robert had been paired at that time expressed their unity of fellowship.
Evening
After a festive dinner and pub quiz, which was pure light-hearted fun, the evening
was closed with Compline.
Saturday 5 October
The day began with Morning Prayer followed by the AGMs for The Netherlands,
Belgium and the general AGM for the Archdeaconry. These meetings included
reports on Church development, finances, taxes, safeguarding. For the future a
Deanery Day in Amersfoort is planned on 8 February 2020 for chaplaincy council
members for inspiration, equipping and cross-sharing of practical advice.
The Synod closed with a celebration of Eucharist. It was a time of renewed
friendship, inspiration and the perspective that God is working in our communities!
Diana M. Dammer-Wilson

  

Service of Compline and Prayers for Healing, Autumn 2019
The Service of Compline and Prayers for Healing takes place on the second
Wednesday of each month in the church hall from 19.30 - 20.15:
The next services will be 13 November and 11 December.

  

Council News
* A document covering all our New Safeguarding Commitments and
Guidelines is nearly finished. It will be available to view soon. Also, as per
new legislation, a button to our Safeguarding Officer is now visible on the
front page of the website.
* We now have several parking permits for use when attending church one is fixed to a regular vehicle, the other three can be requested on the
day of your visit. See Martin if required.
* The banners are now finished! These can be viewed for the first time at
the service on Sunday 3rd November. Come and admire them!
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Christmas Bring and Buy
After our service on Sunday 8 December we will be having our annual
Christmas Bring and Buy during the Advent Tea. There will be lots of
goodies and Christmas cards for the festive season – including many items
from the English shop ‘Taste of Home’ in Haarlem, but we also need your
contributions! You may bring them on the day, but you can also bring them to
any of the preceding services. Please see either Martin van Bleek or a choir
member.

☼ ☼ ☼ ☼
Ms. Miscellaneous
Migration
The last weekend of October I spent wandering around the northern provinces of
the Netherlands. Exploring Berend Botjes1 territory it was impossible to miss the
flocks of starlings, the herds of swans and the gathering lapwings. Autumn is in
the air and many birds are preparing for their biannual migration north, south, or
to whichever quarter of the world they spend winter in. These migration patterns
come with beautiful sights and sounds of these ultimately free beings, flying to
wherever the circumstances are best for survival and procreation.
And then there is human migration. In the form of tourism the migration of
millions of people throughout the year is welcomed – despite some grumbling
about tourists not being able to ride a bike properly or bars and restaurants only
serving in English. But when it comes to refugees, the subject becomes more
complex and often raises NIMBY-responses. Why are we so afraid to share our
space and wealth with others who are clearly less fortunate than we are, only
because they were born in a poorer, harsher part of the world? When birds do
this we think nothing of it; it’s their nature to migrate. Why are people any
different? We are all God’s creatures, birds and humans alike.
The approaching time of Advent in a sense is about migration as well. Migration
to one’s roots (as Joseph did when he went to Bethlehem, bringing along his
heavily pregnant fiancée) and to one’s purpose. I hope we’ll find the inspiration to
feel free as birds and to grant our neighbours from other quarters of the world
their freedom too.
Veronique Ruiz
1

Berend Botje is a Dutch nursery rhyme, which tells the story of Berend Botje who went
sailing to Zuidlaren, but got lost and ended up in America.

☼ ☼ ☼ ☼
9

Reminder - Advent Discussion Group 2019
‘Life to the Full’
A four-session York Course with questions for interactive discussion and sharing
with each other.
Dates : Thursdays 7, 14, 21, 28 November 2019
Time : 20.00 – 21.00
Place : Church Hall, Kinderhuissingel, Haarlem
This is a reminder that there is an opportunity to join the Advent Discussion
group for one or more sessions. If you are interested, please contact Diana
Dammer.
Discussion Group materials
At the Synod the Representatives were invited to bring any books, newsletters,
brochures of interest from the different chaplaincies. I decided to take all the
Discussion Group materials left over from Lent and Advent: books, CDs and scripts
from the York Courses as well as DVD films plus books (the King’s Speech, Les
Misérables, The Mystery of Everything). It seemed a shame to have them on the
shelf. In fact, there were fourteen different topics covered in Haarlem over the last
seven years. Much to my amazement by the end of the first session they had all
been taken! There is obviously a need for this type material so hopefully these
resources will be used and passed on.
Diana Dammer

☼ ☼ ☼ ☼
HARVEST ANAGRAMS
With the Festival of Harvest fresh in your memory how many of the following anagrams
can you work out? They are all things or activities connected with Harvest or the land.
1

LOIS

11 HITTL

2

DIELY

12 NIPRAGE

3

ETNIGAV

13 SHOOTEURES

4

REDUCOP

14 EGRNAR

5

VETARHS

15 MOOYRAGN

6

KIPNGIC

16 AARLEB

7

GINGINHATER

17 SALVGEETEB

8

TUTUPO

18 PROC

9

TRENRU

19 YARRNAG

10 HSERHTNIG

20 HIGNOPLUG

(solutions next Lifeline)
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And while you are in the mood some HARVEST CRYPTOGRAMS
1.

Messed up cart on hill leads to another vehicle

2.

Initially put leeks under my sausages for fruit

3.

Block direction to building

4.

Who lost nothing and ate pickled crop

5.

Has old clergyman in muddle within for festival

6.

Fantasy creature with difficult place for picking

7.

Subject, catch, meadow

8.

Rotate half tulips into vegetables

9.

Ring ash about parsley for example

10.

Dreams of first prize in garden tools

11.

Gave up hope of diversifying dried peas

12.

Flavours for different times of year

13.

Fruit provides nipper with Eden's forbidden

14.

Dried fruit included in Result Analysis

15.

Male sheep goes back to line for a gourd

16.

Poet uses Charlie for cereal rhyme

17.

That's yer lot! Listen to an onion!

18.

Sent out to where an egg may be found

19.

Hon. Uncle arranged a meal

20.

South African boy makes a healthy option!
(solutions next Lifeline)

Church Secrets
Another feature in the Church to test your
powers of observation / imagination:
(answer back of Lifeline)
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♫♫♫♫
21 Dec. Scratchdag Christmas Carols in Heemstede
Op zaterdag 21 december 2019 vindt in de Oude Kerk te Heemstede voor de
20e keer de scratchdag ‘Christmas Carols’ plaats onder leiding van dirigent
Piet Hulsbos. Begeleiding: Willem Jan Cevaal. Deelname: € 17,50.
Aanvang: 10:00 uur. Aanmelden of info: carolsheemstede@gmail.com
of 06 40 256 672.
In één dag studeren ongeveer honderd koorzangers bekende en minder
bekende Christmas Carols in. Vanaf 10:00 uur klinken de vierstemmige
kerstliederen door de sfeervolle Oude Kerk. Dit jaar wordt het extra
feestelijk vanwege het 20-jarig bestaan.
Begeleid door een vleugel en door kaarsen verlicht sluiten de zangers deze
dag om 16:30 uur af met een intiem concert, waarvoor de toegang gratis is.
Al 20 jaar is de scratchdag Christmas Carols een succesvolle en geliefde dag
in de wijde omgeving van Heemstede. ‘Once in Royal David’s City’ staat
zeker op het programma, maar ook carols als ‘Away in a manger’, ‘Ding
dong merrily on high’, ‘O come all ye faithful’ zijn regelmatig voorbij
gekomen. Het programma van dit jaar wordt gekozen door de deelnemers uit
alle liederen van de afgelopen 20 jaar.
Contactpersoon: Martine Clarke-Seldenthuis
T: 06 40 256 672
Martine210367@gmail.com

🎄🎄🎄
Boxing Day Drinks
We shall definitely be having our traditional Boxing Day drinks from 12 - 2
pm on Thursday 26 December.
The exact venue for this year is yet to be confirmed. Please check the diary in
the service sheets nearer the time.

🎄🎄🎄
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Should you require further information about a service or event
please contact the Secretary
Sunday 3 November
All Saints

14.30

Choral Eucharist (with choir)
Rev. Canon Jake Dejonge

Thursday 7 November

20.0021.30

Advent Reading group
Please contact Diana Dammer

Sunday 10 November
Remembrance Sunday

14.30

Remembrance Service and
Eucharist Rev. Dr. Mattijs Ploeger

Tuesday 12 November

11.30

Ladies' Lunch
at Cinewold Restaurant Beverwijk

Wednesday 13 November 19.30

Prayers for Healing and Compline

Thursday 14 November

20.0021.30

Advent Reading group

Sunday 17 November

14.30

Morning Prayer and Eucharist
(with choir) Rev. Robert Frede

Thursday 21 November

20.0021.30

Advent Reading group

Sunday 24 November

14.30

Eucharist (said) -Rev. Robert Frede

Thursday 28 November

20.0021.30

Advent Reading group

Sunday 1 December
Advent Sunday

19.30

Advent Carol Service with choir:
hymns-readings-anthems-prayers
Rev. Robert Frede

Saturday 7 December

20.15

Christmas Concert in church, sung by
our Choir & The Anglican Singers
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Sunday 8 December

14.30

Sung Eucharist with hymns
Rev. Dr. Mattijs Ploeger
followed by Advent Tea & “Bring & Buy”

Tuesday 10 December

10.30

Ladies' Lunch at the home of
Ann van Egmond, Heemskerk

Wednesday 11 December 19.30

Prayers for Healing and Compline

Saturday 14 December

13.00

Carols at Middachten Castle
(near Arnhem) sung by our choir and
The Anglican Singers

Sunday 15 December

14.30

Evening Prayer and Eucharist
(with choir) Rev. Robert Frede

Wednesday 18
December

20.00

Carol service in the Dorpskerk in
Rheden (near Arnhem), sung by our
Choir and The Anglican Singers

Sunday 22 December

14.30

NO service
Choir practice in church from 13.00

Tuesday 24 December 18.00
Christmas Eve

Christmas Eve: Choral Eucharist
(with choir) Rev.Canon Jake Dejonge

20.00

Service of Nine Lessons and Carols
(with choir) Rev. Robert Frede

Thursday 26 December

12.0014.00

Boxing Day Drinks, probably at the
home of Mary & Leendert Brunt
(please check service sheet nearer
the time)

Sunday 29 December

14.30

NO service

Sunday 5 January

14.30

Choral Eucharist (with choir)

16.00

Old Catholic Vespers
with Bishop Dick Schoon All welcome
(refreshments after the 4 pm service)
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Are the horizontal lines parallel or sloping?

☼ ☼ ☼ ☼
Church secret – Visitor gift box
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