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Chaplaincy letter  
 

O Cross, our one reliance, hail! 
 

In addition to the beautiful music, there is another reason why I like English 

hymns. That is because they are able to express religious contents and 

feelings in a singular way. As we approach the season of Lent and 

Passiontide, I think it is appropriate to pay attention to a few lines from hymns, 

in which the passion of Jesus is linked to ourselves in a very intimate way. 

First I recall the verse: 

 We may not know, we cannot tell, 

 what pains he had to bear, 

 but we believe it was for us 

 he hung and suffered there (NEH 92:2). 

It is an important Christian conviction that Jesus died and rose again, not just 

as part of his own biography, but as the central redeeming act in which he lets 

us participate. In baptism, we also die and rise again, in order to live Christ’s 

risen life: 

 Then I am dead to all the globe, 

 and all the globe is dead to me (95:4). 

God no longer treats us as individuals, on the basis of our own achievements. 

God treats us as persons who live “in Christ”, so that we can pray: 

 And only look on us as found in him (273:2). 

God credits us with the merits of Jesus. Therefore we can plead: 

 For lo, between our sins and their reward 

 we set the passion of thy Son our Lord (273:2). 

If we did not do that, our sins would come down to us with their full reward.  

But God looks to us, as if he sees Christ.  Because of the passion of Christ, 

the reward for our sins is no longer punishment but forgiveness. 

 

Jesus’s death and resurrection are a new Exodus: a new liberation from the 

slavery of sin and death, a new way through the Red Sea (both in his death 

and in our baptism), a new journey through the desert and a new entrance into 

the Promised Land.  At Easter we are finally able to sing: 

 And now, the Red Sea’s channel past, 

 to Christ our Prince we sing at last (101:1). 
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Because Christ’s way of the cross is our way of salvation, and because the 

cross is always linked to the resurrection, the cross has become our very 

symbol of victory: 

 O tree of beauty, Tree of light. 

 O Cross, our one reliance, hail! (79:4,6) 

 

This love of Jesus for us started already at the beginning of his earthly life. His 

sacrifice, his self-giving, is the constant theme of his life, from Christmas to 

Good Friday: 

 It is a thing most wonderful, 

 almost too wonderful to be, 

 that God’s own Son should come from heaven, 

 and die to save a child like me (84:1). 

 

Some hymns are moving because they express so well the fact that this love 

of Christ is reciprocated so poorly by us: 

 It is most wonderful to know 

 his love for me so free and sure; 

 but ‘tis more wonderful to see 

 my love for him so faint and poor (84:4). 

 

Answering to the love of Jesus Christ can be done in more than one way. We 

are called to follow him in his footsteps, to take up the cross ourselves, and to 

live a life of self-giving. But we are also called to reciprocate Christ’s love in a 

more intimate and personal way. To love him as he loves us. That is what we 

do as we pray, or as we sing his praise, or as we quietly ponder his love: 

 My song is love unknown, 

 my Saviour’s love to me, 

 love to the loveless shown, 

 that they might lovely be (86:1). 

 Here might I stay and sing, 

 no story so divine; 

 never was love, dear King, 

 never was grief like thine! 

 This is my Friend, 

 in whose sweet praise 

 I all my days 

 could gladly spend (86:7). 

 

Mattijs Ploeger 
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Music Matters 

Easter is late this year and nature seems to have gone topsy-turvy, with records 
for the highest temperature in February being broken! 
However, the church’s calendar unfolds whatever the weather and will shortly be 
leading us to Good Friday and Easter. Our music, as always, is aimed to support 
our reflections during the services. 

On Sunday 14 April we will be joining the Old Catholic congregation for their Palm 
Sunday service at 10 am. This is the beginning of Holy Week when we will also be 
joining the Old Catholics on Maundy Thursday in the evening.  

The next day, Good Friday, we will be reflecting on the meaning of Good Friday 
through the lessons and music. As usual we will be following the service of The 
Cross of Christ which is made up of the following parts:  Ministry of the Word, 
Proclamation of the Cross, Intercessions and Conclusion,  each section containing 
an anthem, a reading and a hymn. The service will include well know hymns and 
anthems, but new music also. 

Our Easter Sung Eucharist on 21 April will be a joyful service to celebrate the 
Resurrection of our Saviour Jesus Christ. This Easter Service will be a Choral 
Eucharist, and James Pollard will be playing for the service. We have also already 
ordered our traditional Cadbury’s Easter Eggs from Taste of Home! 

In the meantime, the choir will be taking part in an ECS choir week-end in the 
Beukenhof, a former Capucine monastery near Tilburg, from 29-31 March. Our 
good friend of many years, Richard Lyne, will be leading the week-end. Together 
with other members of the European Cathedral Singers we will be focussing on 
choral aspects, (hopefully) improving our skills, with some new music.  

Advance notices: 
A future event is the Archdeaconry Choral Festival in Luxembourg on 6 July. The 
English Church Luxembourg will be hosting the Festival. The service - a Choral 
Evensong - will also be celebrating the birthday of the Grand Duke and therefore 
the anthem will be a Festival Te Deum.  

We will also again be singing Choral Evensong in the St. Bavo - the date this year 
is Sunday 14 July at 7pm, rather earlier than normal, so please put this date in 
your diary. 

A week later the European Cathedral Singers will be singing the services at Ripon 
Cathedral, from Monday 22 until Sunday 28 July, with the Thursday being our 
‘dumb’ day.  This is also earlier than our normal Cathedral week in August!  But do 
come and join us for a service if you are in the neighbourhood! 

Martin van Bleek, 
Organist and choirmaster 

♫ ♫ ♫ ♫  
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Lent Discussion Group 2019 

“Daring to see God now” is an ecumenical York course for discussion groups 
written by Bishop Nick Baines. It is ideal for Lent but not Lent-specific. 

Mark’s Gospel begins with Jesus ‘proclaiming the Good news of God’. But 
what is this ‘good news’, and who is it for? Taking Mark 1.14-15 as a starting 
point, this course raises important questions about change, repentance, and 
how we can become in ourselves living evidence of the good news. Examples 
are taken from the rest of Mark’s Gospel as well as contemporary and 
historic Christians. 

Themes 

 The Good News of God 

 The time is now 

 God is present 

 Change your mind 

 Live it! 

The course booklet includes a good selection of questions at the end of each 
of the sessions, designed to stimulate wide-ranging discussion. All are 
welcome to join one or any of the sessions to share our faith, learn from each 
other and find inspiration. 

Day: Tuesdays 

Dates: 12 March, 19 March and 26 March  

Time:  20.00 – 21.30 

Place:  Kinderhuissingel, Haarlem (church hall) 

For further information, please contact Diana Dammer-Wilson  

     

Church Secrets 

Have you ever taken a little time to look around in our church?  If so, you 

will know how many beautiful features there are.   And maybe you know 

where this ‘cheeky chappie’ is to be found?   

 
(answer back of Lifeline) 
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Ms. Miscellaneous 

Hear my prayer 

‘Hear my prayer, O Lord, and let my crying  come unto Thee.’ 

This psalm 102 text was most beautifully put to music by Henry Purcell.  

So beautiful that I included a recording of this piece in a Spotify playing list, 

which was organized to be the going-away-present for a colleague.  

I don’t think she is religious but I thought it fitted her quite nicely.  

She had a way of reducing my stress levels at work and she has a creative, 

refreshing mind despite her somewhat old-fashioned way of dressing.  

Purcell usually has the same effect on me: soothing, relaxing, surprising even 

though his music is more than 300 years old. 

Nearing the time of Lent this text triggers additional thoughts and feelings. 

Lent to me always is a time of and for sobriety, mindfulness, thoughtfulness 

and repentance. Abstaining from sweets and alcohol, writing haiku-ish lines to 

express my thoughts and praying to God for guidance.  I wonder, doesn’t He 

ever get tired of my lamentations? Because, after all, what are my fears, doubts 

and troubles more than luxury problems?  I live in prosperity, health and 

safety. A lot of things I pray to God for are things that have to do with my own 

lack of discipline or interest. Why then should He always lend His willing ear? 

Why should He be so patient? Maybe that is the biggest mystery of faith to me.  

So maybe this Lent I should try to think more of what I can do for God instead 

of what He can do for me (with thanks to JFK). And in doing that I can hold on 

to another beautiful text: God be in my head. 

I wish us all a fruitful Lent. 

Veronique Ruiz 

     

Night thought (Salvation by Teilhard de Chardin) 

If there is anything in life that has saved me 

it was the voice that spoke to me deep in the night, 

‘I am here, do not be afraid’. 

Morning prayer 

Lord, help me to remember 

that nothing is going to happen to me today 

that you and I together cannot handle.  (from Marga Beekman) 
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Poets corner - A poem for Lent 

 Love, by George Herbert (1593-1633) 

Love bade me welcome. Yet my soul drew back  

Guilty of dust and sin. 

But quick-eyed Love, observing me grow slack 

From my first entrance in, 

Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning, 

If I lacked any thing. 

A guest, I answered, worthy to be here: 

Love said, You shall be he. 

I the unkind, ungrateful? Ah my dear, 

I cannot look on thee. 

Love took my hand, and smiling did reply, 

Who made the eyes but I? 

Truth Lord, but I have marred them: let my shame 

Go where it doth deserve. 

And know you not, says Love, who bore the blame? 

My dear, then I will serve. 

You must sit down, says Love, and taste my meat: 

So I did sit and eat. 

    

TIPS FOR READING A POEM 

1. Read it aloud to yourself, several times 

2. Listen to the music of the poem 

3. Are there any images you like? 

4. Which line speaks to you especially? 

5. What do feel and think about this poem now? 

6. Read the poem to yourself again after some days. Stay with it. 
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International Social Evening 

Great food, fun and warm fellowship aptly summarise the Chaplaincy 

International Social Evening held on Saturday 23rd February.  Following 

welcome refreshments, guests were treated to a range of delicious recipes 

originating from the British Isles, Europe, and far beyond. We are 

especially indebted to our Indian friends for sharing some of their 

characteristic dishes. During the evening choir members entertained us 

with a variety of musical items, including flute and piano duets performed 

by Martin and Andrew. In full voice the assembled community joined in a 

rendering of “Mud, mud, glorious mud…” Francis provided a series of 

games which left many with various muscles aching from continuing 

laughter. 

Towards the end of the evening Martin revealed a design for a new 

Chaplaincy Logo which met with general approval.  

As our guests turned homeward, they were presented with a yellow rose 

as a token of their participation and a ‘thank you’ for so many contributions 

to the international meal table. We would like to think that, as well as being 

a worshipping community, our chaplaincy offers a sense of home-from-

home.  
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For more photos see the Chaplaincy web-site   www.anglican-church-haarlem.nl 

☺☻☺☻☺☻☺ 

Photos from the past 

Christina Eelman has discovered some photos from when she was in the choir: 

     

Do you recognize yourself, or have photos to share?  please contact the Editor. 
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Should you require further information about a service or event  
please contact the Secretary  

 
Sunday 3 March 14.30 Choral Eucharist (choir)  

Rev. Canon Jake Dejonge 

   

Wednesday 6 March 

Ash Wednesday 

19.30 Old Catholic Eucharist on Ash 

Wednesday 

   

Sunday 10 March 14.30 Sung Eucharist with hymns 

- Rev. Robert Frede 

   

Tuesday 12 March 11.30 Coffee morning and lunch at 

Restaurant Molenplas, Schalkwijk 

   

Tuesday 12 March 20.00 -

21.30 

Lent discussion group in the church 

hall (also on 19/3 and 26/3) 

For details please contact 

Diana Dammer 

   

Wednesday 13 March 19.30 Prayers for healing and Compline 

   

Sunday 17 March 14.30 Evening Prayer and Eucharist 

(choir) - Rev. Robert Frede 

   

Tuesday 19 March 20.00 -

21.30 

Lent discussion group in the church 

hall (also on 26/3) 

For details please contact 

Diana Dammer 

   

Sunday 24 March 14.30 Eucharist (said) 

Rev. Dr. Mattijs Ploeger   

Bishop's Lent Appeal collection at door 

   

Tuesday 26 March 20.00 -

21.30 

Lent Discussion group in the church 

hall 
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Sunday 31 March 

Mothering Sunday 

14.30 Eucharist (said) 

Rev. Canon Jake Dejonge 

Bishop's Lent Appeal collection at door 

   

Sunday 7  April 

 

14.30 Choral Eucharist (choir) 

- Rev. Dr. Mattijs Ploeger 

Bishop's Lent Appeal collection at door 

   

Tuesday 9 April 11.30 Coffee morning and lunch  

at the home of Vicki de Koning, 

De Weer 123 Zaandam 

   

Wednesday 10 April 19.30 Prayers for Healing and Compline 

   

Sunday 14 April 

Palm Sunday 

10.00 Passion Reading and Old Catholic 

Eucharist  

We join the Old Catholic congregation 

   

Thursday 18 April 

Maundy Thursday 

19.30 Combined Anglican / Old Catholic 

Eucharist - Rev. Robert Frede 

Commemoration of the institution of 

the Holy Eucharist 

   

Friday 19 April  

Good Friday 

11.00 Good Friday Devotion (with choir) 

- Rev. Robert Frede 

   

Sunday 21 April  

Easter Sunday 

14.30 Choral Eucharist on Easter Sunday 

(choir) - Rev. Robert Frede 

   

Sunday 28 April 14.30 Eucharist (said) 

- Rev. Robert Frede 

   

Sunday 5 May 14.30 Choral Eucharist (choir) 

- Rev. Dr. Mattijs Ploeger 

   

 



 

 

More ‘photos from the past’, these taken in Rotterdam Church: 
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the ‘cheeky chappie’ is on the pulpit 

’ 

 


