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Chaplaincy letter from Revd Clive Jones 

My dear friends,  

It felt a great privilege when I was asked by Philip to write a letter 

for the Haarlem Magazine, as it is now nearly ten years since Diane and 

I left you all to return to England, and settle in our (then) new home. 

Since then a lot of water has gone under the bridge, and I have lost the 

love of my life to cancer. However, I can recall the happy time which 

we spent with you, and the friends which we made. 

November is a month when we remember the contribution made 

to the Christian Faith by so many people, and the great influence they 

have had on each one of us. The month begins with the celebration of 

All Saints - an important date in our year, as it reminds us all of how 

far off we are from the example that the saints have set us in their lives 

as they too tried to follow the teachings and example of Jesus Christ. 

Whilst I was thinking of this I was reminded of a book which I recently 

read - 'The Dalai Lama's Cat' by David Michie. You may wonder what 

this title has to do with All Saints, but it will become clearer to you as 

we go on. People generally have a great respect for the Dalai Lama and 

his example of holiness, and the cat plays an important part in his life. 

It seems that he rescued this particular cat, (commonly referred to in 

the Dalai Lama's household as HHC - His Holiness's Cat) whilst being 

driven through New Delhi on returning from a teaching period in the 

United States. The kitten was rescued from two young boys who had 

stolen a number of kittens, and sold them. This was the last kitten left, 

and they were about to throw it away, wrapped in the New Delhi Times! 

The companion in the car with the Dalai Lama was instructed to save it, 

and he paid $2 for it, the only cash he had with him.  

The story in the book is told through the eyes of the cat, and 

teaches us a great deal about Buddhism, including the importance of 

meditation. So you may wonder again - where do the All Saints fit into 

it? As a Christian, there are certain teachings which we are meant to 

uphold as we go through life, and Jesus gave the direction in which we 

should be going - love God, and love our neighbour - and these are 

meant to affect our whole outlook on life. One might think that this 

would be quite a simple task to fulfil in life, but of course it is not, and 

never has been, as we all know! 

What struck me in this book is that one of the Dalai Lama's assistants 

was asked one day what a Buddhist is, as perhaps we might ourselves 

be asked what a Christian is - would you have an answer for this? 
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The Assistant continued, "The Dharma is an inner journey," he said, 

touching his heart, "not about saying you are a Buddhist, or wearing 

clothes to show you are a Buddhist, or even believing you are a 

Buddhist", gesturing with his open hands, "just a word, just a label. 

What is the value of a label if the product inside isn't authentic? Like a 

fake Rolex". 

Here, surely is the crux of the question. Are we too, as 

Christians, authentic or like the fake Rolex. In other words do we 

practice what we preach?  

We believe that we are called by God into his service, and if that 

is so, we should reflect God in all that we do in our lives as followers of 

Christ. As a member of the Tertiary Order of St. Francis, each day we 

read the Principles for that day, and on Day 21 we read: "The three 

notes of the Order are humility, love and joy and these are the marks 

of the lives of the Tertiaries. When these characteristics are evident 

throughout the Order, its work will be fruitful. Without them all that it 

attempts will be in vain". As the Dalai Lama's follower said - they must 

come from inside - the heart. The fact that I might wear a 'dog collar' 

is only a sign of what 1 might be - but it is only when humility, love 

and joy are seen in me as a human being, that they become authentic 

marks of the follower of Jesus Christ.  

To be a Christian (or indeed any other world faith) in today's world is 

not an easy calling, but this is where we can gain strength from 

remembering the lives of the saints that have gone before us. Yes, of 

course, we are all human, and from time to time we fail. The desert 

monk was once asked what he did with his life in the desert, and his 

reply was one that we all understand - "I fall down, and I get up. I fall 

down and I get up. I fall down and I get up'. The crucifixion and 

resurrection of Christ points the way to failure and forgiveness, and 

then a new beginning, over and over again. 

The challenge for each one of us is to remember that we do fall 

down, and through the death and resurrection of Christ, we are 

enabled to get up again. It is no accident that in the Eucharist we are 

all called upon to confess our sins before we can receive absolution 

from God and our spiritual food of the body and blood of Christ.  

However - it is not sufficient just to recite the words of confession - we 

must have thought about them first, and remembered as to why we 

need to confess. Perhaps one of the best examples of a saint who has 

failed is Peter himself. Always prepared to speak out, even before his 
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brain had been put into action - 'You are the Christ, the Son of the 

living God' he said to Jesus, when asked who the disciples thought 

Jesus was, when not one of the others was prepared to respond. And 

again, 'I do not know the man' said Peter when Jesus was being tried.  

Just two examples, and yet it was to Peter that Jesus gave the Keys to 

the Kingdom of heaven. Surely here is consolation for each one of us 

as we try to follow Christ - it is never too late.  

It is no accident that at the end of November we will begin the 

Christian New Year with Advent. However much we have failed in our 

witness to Jesus this last year, we can start again by preparing for the 

Incarnation of the Son of God. St. James reminds us in his general 

letter when he writes: "Submit yourselves to God. Resist the devil and 

he will flee from you. Draw near to God and He will draw near to you". 

Here surely is the hope for each one of us. As we grow closer to 

God, we will begin to reflect God in our own lives, and be able to draw 

others to Him. We will become "authentic" in the words of the Dalai 

Lama's monk, rather than fakes. 

I pray therefore, that as we draw closer to Advent, and a new 

beginning, we will try to imitate Our Blessed Lord in all that we do in 

life. Remember those three words - humility, love and joy - words that 

might make our neighbours wonder why we are slightly different from 

those who do not claim to be followers of Jesus. 

May I wish you all an Advent that is a new beginning for us all, 

and a Blessed and Happy Christmas.  I end with a prayer which I use 

each day, and which I have found a great help to sustain me on my 

pilgrimage to God: 

Most High and glorious God,  

Enlighten the darkness of our hearts  

And give us a true faith,  

a certain hope, and a perfect love.  

Give us a sense of the divine  

and a knowledge of Yourself,  

so that we may do everything  

in fulfilment of Your holy will:  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

God bless you all, 

Clive 

       
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Music Matters 

Now that the clocks have been changed for winter-time Advent and Christmas 
seem to be approaching fast! Our choir and The Anglican Singers have been 
practising Advent and Christmas music since early September and the pace is 
certainly hotting up, not least because Christmas decorations are already on 
sale in the shops! 

Our Advent Season will begin with our Advent Carol Service at Sunday 
2 December at 7.30 pm. This increasingly popular annual service of hymns, 
lessons and carols focuses on the Advent of our Lord Jesus Christ, and sets 
our mind on the way to Christmas and the birth of Jesus himself. Do join us for 
that service and the fellowship after the service! 

In the morning The Anglican Singers will probably be singing in the Eucharist 
of the Old Catholic Church in Amsterdam at 10 am. 

On Saturday 8 December the Anglican Singers, together with our church 
choir, will sing their annual Carol Concert in aid of the maintenance of the 
historical Kunckel organ. The concert begins at 8.15 pm. and after the concert 
there will be drinks in the church hall. Our organist will be Jas Hutchinson-
Bazely, who also played for us in Bury St. Edmunds. 

On Sunday 9 December we will have our service of Holy Communion, 
followed by our Advent Tea together with the Christmas Bring and Buy. 
There will be plenty to buy, but as you will have read elsewhere in Lifeline, do 
please bring your own contributions! You may bring them on the day, but you 
can also bring them to any of the preceding services. Please see either a choir 
member or myself. 

On Saturday 15 December our Church Choir and the Anglican Singers will 
be singing Christmas carols at the Christmas Fair at Middachten Castle at 
around 1 pm, 2.30 pm and 3.30 pm. Each year the castle is wonderfully 
decorated for Christmas; there are ample opportunities to admire the splendid 
rooms and to peruse the stalls, buy homemade jams, marmalade, pate, etc. 
and have a drink, and of course listen to the choir! 

In the evening the choir will probably be singing the annual Carol Service in 
the Walburgkerk in Arnhem at 7 pm (venue to be confirmed). As last year the 
Anglican Chaplaincy in Arnhem will be hosting the service. 

The Christmas Eve Choral Eucharist will be at its usual time of 6 pm followed 
by our Service of Nine Lessons and Carols at 8 pm.  These services are the 
culmination of the Advent season after four Advent services and are a joyful 
and festive celebration of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ! We hope you will 
all join us for these important services in our church life!  
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In spite of the many services we cannot sing everybody’s favourite carol, but 
over the whole Advent and Christmas period, we should singing most of them! 
There will be some new carols, but of course also the more traditional ones. 

The Christmas CD ‘Lo! He comes!’ which features our choir together with 
singers from the other choirs in our Archdeaconry (€15.- is not a bad price!) 
will be on sale at the Christmas Bring and Buy, but if you would like one 
before or after that event, please let me know at one of our services. 

Our first service in the New Year will be on 6 January (Epiphany) with a 
Choral Eucharist, probably followed by the New Year Vespers of the 
Rt Revd Dick Schoon, the Old Catholic Bishop of Haarlem. Our choir will be 
singing at both services. 

With all good wishes for a blessed Advent and Christmas season! 

Martin van Bleek, 
Organist and choirmaster 

♫ ♫ ♫ ♫  

Farewell to Andrew Rees 

 

On 14 October we said farewell / tot ziens / au revoir to Andrew Rees 
who was returning to Ghana to the school he has been helping to build 
there and to get married. We wish him every happiness and God’s 
blessing in these and all his undertakings. 

☼  ☼  ☼  ☼ 
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Haarlem Church Vision Day 

On Saturday 27 October about 15 regular members of Haarlem Church 

met in the church room with our Archdeacon Paul Vrolijk. 

Our aim was to discuss the present situation of our church and our way 

forward. 

The Archdeacon had prepared a format for the day. He began with reading 

a few verses from Psalm 127 ( Unless the Lord builds the house …) and 

John 15 ( I am the vine, you are the branches...) 

The discussion was divided into the following parts: 

 What can we be thankful for – gratitude 

 What are our major strengths? 

 What are the major opportunities? 

After a delicious potluck lunch we continued our discussions with the 

question: 

 What are the major challenges? 

During each section everybody was asked to write down his or her 

thoughts first and then to share them with the group: 

  Think – pray – write – share 

Based on the outcome of the discussions (challenges, resources & 

opportunities) we were then asked to come up with two decisions for the 

immediate future. 

There was general consensus on the following points: 

1. Visibility – to improve our visibility in the broadest sense, making 

use of our strong points 

2. Make contact with the growing international community in Haarlem 

(International School / Expat organisation etc.) 

3. Begin work on the appointment process for a new chaplain: create 

a Parish Profile (based on the results of our discussions), develop 

the Person Specification for the future incumbent (our Archdeacon 

will have a separate meeting with the Church council for that) 

All present felt very positive about the results of the Vision Day. 

Anni Kearney had been making notes throughout the day and will make a 

short report available for us all. 

The Wardens 
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Advent Discussion Group - Making Room… 

This is a reminder that the Advent Discussion group starts on 1 November. 

There are four sessions on the theme of Making Room… 
(1) … for the newcomer 
(2) … for the stranger 
(3) … for what really matters 
(4) … for God 
Day : Thursdays 
Time : 20.00-21.30 
Place : Church Hall, Kinderhuissingel 
Dates : 1, 15, 22, 29 November (NB date changes) 

All are welcome to join one or all sessions. For further details,  please see 
noticeboard in church or contact  Diana Dammer-Wilson. 

       

Our Church Choir 
A now familiar face with the Choir, Jos Beishuizen sings with The Anglican 
Singers and Haarlem Choir on festive occasions: 

 

Experience: As a student (now 50 years ago) I joined the VU student 
choir for one season. We sang Duruflé’s Requiem, which, 
since then, has remained one of my favourite pieces. 
I became an Anglican Singer in 2010, joining the Haarlem 
Church Choir on special occasions. 

Sings: Tenor 
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Favourite music 
   To listen to I fully support the Dutch saying “geen dag zonder Bach” (no 

day without Bach). The recent interpretation of the Matthew 
Passion by Reinbert de Leeuw deeply touched me. But my 
children taught me to appreciate modern composers like 
Shostakovich and Janacek. So, I am a musical omnivore. 

   To sing I am very fond of the Psalms, because of the combination of 
text and music. For me, it is quite a challenge to convey the 
message by combining words and sounds. But as our 
conductor does not stop emphasizing the need to express 
the meaning of what we sing, over the years I am gradually 
making some progress. 

Daily life: I am a retired educational scientist at the Vrije Universiteit 
Amsterdam, combining teaching and conducting research 
in the domain of higher education. I still have four PhD 
students who will probably finish their projects within two 
years. I am involved in advisory tasks and do assessments in 
evaluation committees of the Netherlands Organisation for 
Scientific Research (NWO). 

Hobbies: Singing, cinema, caring for two grandchildren (together 
with my wife), joining the board of the association of 
owners of our apartment building, joining the board of an 
association taking care of refugees in the northern part of 
Amsterdam, where I live. 

Enjoys: In particular our two grandchildren. Mercia is one year and 
ten months old and starts to call me “opa”. Els is four 
months old and is making attempts to turn around. 

Wishes: To continue spending a lot of time with my wife Anne-
Carien, our children and grandchildren, our neighbours, 
friends and family. I hope to continue improving my skills 
as a dutiful Anglican Singer, and to continue serving my 
social environment in various ways.  And I hope to never 
stop trying to understand what life is about. 

♫ ♫ ♫ ♫  
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Harvest Festival  Anni Kearney 

Harvest Festivals were originally pagan festivals celebrated by 
those who had enough food gathered by the time of the full 

moon –the Harvest Moon nearest to the Autumn Equinox. 
It might come as a surprise to learn that the Harvest Festival 
began in the Anglican church in only 1843. The  Reverend 

Robert Stephen Hawker thought that his parishioners should 
give thanks for God’s generosity in providing for a good 
harvest. This service in Morwenstow on the Cornish coast 

was for the people to gather in church and receive the bread 
of the new corn as a sacrament ordained to strengthen and 

refresh their souls.  In 1862 it was officially recognised by the 
Church of England and it soon became one of the most 
popular festivals of the Christian Year, with church 

attendances in some places exceeding those at Christmas 
and Easter. 

That’s a bit of the history and it is true to say that Sunday 7 

October at St Mary’s and St Anna’s was also a popular date! 
Our Harvest Choral Eucharist, with both Anglican and OKK 

members in the congregation, celebrated with a  joint service 
led by Rev. Dr. Mattijs Ploeger. The service included English 
and Dutch readings and the mix of traditional and less well 

known harvest music delivered a joyful and uplifting message. 

After the service we went on to enjoy a gezellig pot lunch tea. 

The table was laden with fine goodies and after the blessing 
everyone sampled the sweet and savoury delicacies on offer. 
The traditional raffle drew many hopefuls and, rather 

sensibly, the big prize winning number was drawn by the 
impartial Mattijs. A much delighted Ann won the fabulous 
fruit bowel. 

It was a very enjoyable afternoon as we remembered our 
harvest blessings and gave thanks. It was especially joyful 

being able to enjoy the occasion together with our OKK 
friends.  
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the feest: 
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☼  ☼  ☼  ☼ 

Greetings from Henry & Priya in India 

We are both fine and doing well by God’s grace. 

At present I am waiting for a plan approval from the government for my 

house construction and if I get it then I can start it - if not, then I will start 

looking for a job!  

Looking at the news and happenings in the world, and as well in India, no 

one can predict where it is going.  But for us we can be safe in the arms of 

Jesus because without the will of God not even a hair would fall from our 

head – I am always reminded of Psalm 91. 

Our prayer life here is good and our Lord is teaching us new experiences 

of life. The best part at the moment is our Bible study on the Book of 

Revelation, which is going good by God’s grace, and we are enjoying it. 

Our love and regards to all Haarlem congregation members. 

Henry   

☼  ☼  ☼  ☼ 
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🎄 🎄 🎄 

Christmas Bring and Buy 

After our service on Sunday 9 December we will be having our annual 
Christmas Bring and Buy during the Advent Tea. There will be lots of goodies 
for the festive season – including items from the English shop ‘Taste of Home’ 
in Haarlem, but we are also need your contributions! You may bring them on 
the day, but you can also bring them to any of the preceding services. Please 
see either Martin van Bleek or a choir member.  

♫ ♫ ♫ ♫  

‘Scratch’ Christmas Carols in Heemstede  

On Saturday 15 December, the increasingly popular Heemstede annual ‘Scratch’ 

Christmas Carols day will be held in the Oude Kerk for the 19
th
 year, led and 

conducted by Piet Hulsbos. 

From 10.00 around 100 singers will practice well-known and less well-known 

carols, and at 16.30 the day will finish with an intimate candle-lit concert, including 

such carols as ‘Once in Royal David’s City’, ‘Away in a manger’, ‘Ding dong 

merrily on high’ and ‘O come all ye faithful’. The programme will be quite special! 

Cost to participate as singer: € 17,50.  The concert itself is free of charge.  

If you wish to participate, or would like more information, please contact 

Martine Clarke-Seldenthuis at martine210367@gmail.com, or tel: 06 40 256 672. 

🎄 
Boxing Day Drinks 

We shall definitely be having our traditional Boxing Day drinks on 

Wednesday  26 December, from 12 - 2 pm.   

The exact venue for this year is yet to be confirmed.  Please check the 

diary in the service sheets nearer the time. 

🎄 
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Should you require further information about a service or event  
please contact the Secretary  

 

Thursday 1 November 20.00 – 

21.30 

Advent Discussion group  

in Church hall 

   

Sunday 4 November 

All Saints 

14.30 Choral Eucharist (choir)  

Rev. Robert Frede 

   

Sunday 11 November 

Remembrance Sunday 

14.30 Remembrance service and Eucharist 

Rev. Dr. Mattijs Ploeger 

   

Tuesday 13 November 11.30 Coffee morning at Cinewold Restaurant 

Beverwijk 

   

Wednesday 14 November 19.30 Prayers for Healing and Compline 

   

Thursday 15 November 20.00 – 

21.30 

Advent Discussion group  

in Church hall 

   

Sunday 18 November 14.30 Morning Prayer and Eucharist 

(choir) Rev. Joop Albers 

   

Thursday 22 November 20.00 – 

21.30 

Advent Discussion group  

in Church hall 

   

Sunday 25 November 14.30 Eucharist (said) Rev. Robert Frede 

   

Thursday 29 November 20.00 – 

21.30 

Advent Discussion group  

in Church hall 

   

Sunday 2 December 

Advent Sunday 

19.30 Advent Carol Service with choir: 

hymns-readings-anthems-prayers 

Rev. Robert Frede 

   

Saturday 8 December 20.15 Christmas Concert in church 

sung by our Choir & Anglican Singers 
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Sunday 9 December 14.30 Sung Eucharist with hymns   

Rev. Dr. Mattijs Ploeger 

followed by Advent Tea & “Bring & Buy” 

   

Tuesday 11 December 10.30 Coffee morning at the home of 

Ann van Egmond 

   

Wednesday 12 December 19.30 Prayers for Healing and Compline 

   

Saturday 15 December 13.00 

 

 

19.00 

Carols at Middachten Castle, 

near Arnhem 

 

Carol Service in Arnhem 

venue to be decided 

both events sung by our Choir and 

The Anglican Singers  

   

Sunday 16 December 

 

14.30  Evening Prayer and Eucharist 

(choir) Rev. Robert Frede 

   

Sunday 23 December 

 

 NO service 

Choir practice in church from 13.00  

   

Monday 24 December 

Christmas Eve 

 

18.00 

 

 

20.00 

Christmas Eve: Choral Eucharist  

(choir) Rev. Canon Jake Dejonge 

 

Service of Nine Lessons and Carols 

(choir) Rev. Robert Frede 

   

Wednesday 26 December 12.00-

14.00 

Boxing Day Drinks (venue to be 

announced) 

   

Sunday 30 December 14.30 NO service 

   

Sunday 6 January 

 

 

14.30 

 

16.00 

Choral Eucharist (choir) 

 

Old Catholic Vespers with 

Bishop Dick Schoon  All welcome 

refreshments after the 4 pm service 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 


